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north and east of the island, the government has been injecting more military personnel and establishing new and larger garrisons.  The Governors of the Northern and Eastern provinces are still ex-military commanders and the civil administration in the north is run by the military.  There is no freedom of association in these areas for the civilians and every civilian activity involving more than the family needs approval from the military administration.  This has been a major complaint from the civilians to the interparty Indian Parliamentary delegation that visited Sri Lanka recently.   This delegation has recommended to the Indian Prime Minister to request Sri Lanka for an immediate withdrawal of military from these areas.  The Indian delegation has sighted the interference of military in the day to day life of the people including birthday parties and temple festivals as the reasons for their recommendation for an immediate withdrawal.

Soldiers patrolling the area during the night are frequent surprise visitors to the houses of war widows (there are around 90,000 of them) and sexual molestation of these widows and their children have become frequent incidents.  There are few incidents where soldiers have been caught red handed by villagers while engaged in such activities.
Although several elections including the elections for the local councils have been held in the North, the only province where the Provincial Council election is yet to be held is the North, depriving the opportunity for establishing a civil administration there.

2.Abductions and disappearances:

The infamous “white van” abductions still continue and what happened recently to the Tamil Australian Kumar Gunaratnam as reported in our media bear witness to this.  Three months before his abduction, two prominent human rights activists were abducted in Jaffna and presumed extra-judicially executed.  Appearance of dead bodies dumped in wells and in bushland has become common occurrence in the North which is supposed to be under heavy surveillance by the military.  According to parents and relatives of ex-LTTE cadres who surrendered to the security forces, the whereabouts of many of these people are still kept a secret raising the suspicion whether these people are even still alive.
As recently as within the past 15 days, many youths have been arrested particularly in the Eastern District of Trincomalle and taken to special “rehabilitation” camps elsewhere.  The leader of the Tamil National Alliance (TNA), the political party representing the Tamils in the parliament, has now written to the President to personally intervene and release these people.  The armed forces are reasoning out that these people are being arrested as they have not been rehabilitated and will be released on completion of their rehabilitation program.  However, TNA claims that many people arrested now have already spent months in rehabilitation camps and being arrested again.
3.High Security Zones:
During the war, last tracks of privately owned land around military camps were declared High Security Zones (HSZ) to protect these camps from LTTE attacks.  Few hundred thousand Tamil civilians lost their homes and agricultural lands due to this and became internally displaced people (IDP).  Ninety percent of the HSZ remains unavailable still to these IDPs to return.  These IDPs continue to live with friends and relatives or in camps.  Because of the more than 300,000 IDPs newly created by the final phase of the war in 2009, the plight of these IDPs is ignored by everyone.  One of the recommendations made by the Indian Parliamentary Delegation that visited Sri Lanka was that these HSZ should be released in order for these IDPs to return to their normal life.  Some of these IDPs have been displaced from 2005.
4.Military assisted colonization:

Large parcels of land vacated by the Tamil civilians during the military push in Vanni during the final phase of the war have been taken over by the Sri Lankan security forces and used for building permanent residential facilities for the occupying troops, their families and Sinhalese civilians brought down from the south.  Further, Sinhalese fishermen and their families are fast replacing the Tamil fishermen and their families from their historical villages and towns along the north eastern coast.   This type of state sponsored colonization whilst denying livelihood of these people it changes the demography of the area further weakening Tamils politically.
5.Building of Buddhist Shrines in Tamil areas

During the war, hundreds of Hindu temples and Christian churches were damaged in the North and East of the country due to aerial bombing and shelling.  The government has so far failed to help rebuilding these places of worship.  But soon after the end of the war, Buddhist shrines have started to appear in nooks and corners of the North where there are no Buddhist civilians living permanently.  Some of these shrines are even being built in places where Hindu temples have stood before and damaged due to the war.  This is creating resentment amongst the local Tamil population and will lead to inter-religious tensions in time to come.  In other areas, Buddhist extremists are attacking Islamic shrines and Christian churches under the guise of protecting Buddhism.
Action requested
Although Sri Lanka has appointed commissions such as Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission pretending to be working towards achieving reconciliation and finding a permanent solution to the longstanding conflict, the facts given above indicate clearly that on the ground nothing has changed even 3 years after the end of the war.
Therefore AFTA humbly appeals to you, as the current Chair of the Commonwealth Heads of Government to discuss Sri Lanka’s failure to uphold the values of the Commonwealth of Nations in this forum and take other necessary steps to make Sri Lanka comply with the resolution passed at the 19th sessions of the UNHRC in Geneva in March 2012 and bring back normalcy to the war affected North and East.

Yours truly

Dr. Victor Rajakulendran

Secretary
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Hon Julia Gillard MP


The Prime Minister


PO Box 6022�House of Representatives�Parliament House�Canberra ACT 2600 


Dear Prime Minister





Re: A request from Tamil Australians to use your position as the current Chair of the Commonwealth Heads of Government to bring an end to the injustices continued to be committed against Tamils in Sri Lanka





On behalf of the Australasian Federation of Tamil Associations (AFTA), that has served the Tamils  in Australia and New Zealand for the past 29 years, I would like to thank you for inviting AFTA to your special budget briefing. We in AFTA have confidence in your leadership and we believe that you will lead this nation of ours for a better future.





At a time when we reflect upon our achievements of the past and our future plans, it is also our moral responsibility to think about other Nations of People who are less fortunate and struggling to live with freedom and dignity and help them realise their legitimate aspirations.  Our Tamil brethren whom we have left behind in Sri Lanka when we fled to Australia for safety deserve urgent attention and support.





In this regard, AFTA would like to thank you for co-sponsoring the US initiated resolution on Sri Lanka at the 19th sessions of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) calling for accountability for the alleged war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide committed particularly during the last phase of the war and to find a political solution and achieve reconciliation.  AFTA also would like to thank your government for the generous financial assistance provided for the welfare of the war affected people during the financial year 2011-12 as announced by Minister Hon Chris Bowen while visiting Sri Lanka recently.





So far Sri Lanka has not shown any indication of complying with the UN resolution.  Instead senior Ministers in the Sri Lankan government are making statements in the media, describing the resolution as interference by the Western powers into the internal affairs of their country.  At the same time the Tamil people’s suffering continues unabated.  AFTA is of the opinion that further diplomatic pressure is necessary to make UNHRC resolution achieve its objectives.





Therefore, AFTA would like to submit the following facts to you as the current Chair of the Heads of Government of the Commonwealth of Nations, for your consideration for swift action through this forum.  AFTA is certain that Britain and Canada are well aware of these facts and will support any of your action in this matter.





Ground situation





1.Military administration in the North of the country:


Even 3 years after the Liberation Tigers of Thamil Eelam (LTTE) were militarily defeated, military occupation of the north continues. Instead of de-militarising the 
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